IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application No.: 10/602,553 
Filed: June 24, 2003 
Inventor(s): 

Thomas A. Makowski, Rajesh 
Vaidya, Deborah E. Bryant, Brian 
M. Johnson, Stephen C. Thome 
Title: FUNCTION SPECIFIC 

GRAPHICAL PROGRAM 
PROPERTY NODES 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir or Madam: 

This paper is submitted as a proposed amendment to be made by the Examiner to 
put the application in condition for allowance. 



Please consider the following amendments: 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please consider the following proposed amendments. 
1-81. (Cancelled) 

82. (Currently Amended) A computer readable memory medium comprising 
program instructions, wherein the program instructions are executable by a processor to: 

display a function node in a graphical program on a display, wherein the graphical 
program comprises a plurality of nodes and connections between the plurality of nodes, 
wherein the plurality of connected nodes visually indicate functionality of the graphical 
program, and wherein the function node is executable in the graphical program to 
perform a first function; 

display a function specific property node in the graphical program on the display, 
wherein the function specific property node is specific to the first function, wherein the 
function specific property node comprises a plurality of properties of the first function; 

associate the function specific property node with the function node; 

display the plurality of properties on the display; and 

receive user input selecting one or more of the plurality of properties; 

wherein the selected one or more properties are accessible during execution of the 
graphical progra m, and wherein, during execution of the graphical program, the function 
specific property node is executable to: 

receive input specifying a modification to at least one of the one or more 

properties; and 

modify the at least one of the one or more properties in response to the 
input to configure the function node to perform the first function, wherein, after said 
modifying, the function node is executable in the graphical program to perform the first 
function in accordance with the modified at least one of the one or more properties . 

83. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
property node is statically typed to correspond to the function node. 



2 



84. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
function specific property node visually indicates the association with the function node. 

85. (Cancelled). 

86. (Currently Amended) The memory medium of claim 82, wherein, prior to 
said displaying the plurality of properties on the display, the program instructions are the 
function specific property node is executable to: 

display one or more filtering options for available properties of the function node, 
wherein the available properties include the plurality of properties; and 

receive user input indicating a first filtering option of the one or more filtering 
options, wherein said displaying the plurality of properties is performed in accordance 
with the first filtering option. 

87. (Currently Amended The memory medium of claim 82, wherein, during 
execution of the graphical program, the program instructions are the function specific 
property node is executable to: 

read at least one of the plurality of properties from the function node; and 
provide the at least one property to a graphical program element comprised in the 
graphical program. 

88. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 87, wherein the 
graphical program element comprises a GUI, wherein the GUI is operable to display the 
at least one property during execution of the graphical program. 

89. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a timing node, operable to provide timing 
functionality for the graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a timing property node. 
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90. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a triggering node, operable to provide 
triggering functionality for the graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a triggering property node. 

91. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a read node, operable to provide data 
acquisition (DAQ) functionality for the graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a read property node. 

92. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a write node, operable to provide signal 
generation functionality for the graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a write property node. 

93. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a channel creation node, operable to create a 
channel for the graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a channel property node, 
operable to access channel properties of the created channel. 

94. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a calibration information data structure that 
is operable to provide calibration information for a device used by the graphical program; 
and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a calibration information 
property node. 

95. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises an export signal data structure that is 
operable to provide export signal data for the graphical program; and 
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wherein the function specific property node comprises an export signal property 

node. 

96. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a switch channel specification for the 
graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a switch channel property 

node. 

97. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the object comprises a switch scanning task specification for the 
graphical program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a switch scan property 

node. 

98. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a scale specification for the graphical 
program; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a scale property node. 

99. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a data structure storing software 
configuration information for a host computer system; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a system property node. 

100. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 

wherein the function node comprises a data structure that stores general task 
information, including one or more of: 
a task name; 

one or more channel names; 
a number of channels; or 
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a task status indicator; and 
wherein the function specific property node comprises a task property node. 

101. (Previously Presented) The memory medium of claim 82, 
wherein the function node represents a hardware device; and 

wherein the function specific property node comprises a device property node. 

102. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory medium coupled to the processor, wherein the memory medium stores 
program instructions executable by the processor to: 

display a function node in a graphical program on a display, wherein the 
graphical program comprises a plurality of nodes and connections between the plurality 
of nodes, wherein the plurality of connected nodes visually indicate functionality of the 
graphical program, and wherein the function node is executable in the graphical program 
to perform a first function; 

display a function specific property node in the graphical program on the 
display, wherein the function specific property node is specific to the first function, 
wherein the function specific property node comprises a plurality of properties of the first 
function; 

associate the function specific property node with the function node; 

display the plurality of properties on the display; and 

receive user input selecting one or more of the plurality of properties; 
wherein the selected one or more properties are accessible during execution of the 
graphical progra m, and wherein, during execution of the graphical program, the function 
specific property node is executable to: 

receive input specifying a modification to at least one of the one or more 

properties; and 

modify the at least one of the one or more properties in response to the 
input to configure the function node to perform the first function, wherein, after said 
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modifying, the function node is executable in the graphical program to perform the first 
function in accordance with the modified at least one of the one or more properties . 
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REMARKS 



Applicant proposed amending claims 82, 86, 87, and 102, and cancelling claim 85, 
leaving claims 82-84 and 86-102 pending in the case. Applicant believes the above 
amendments place the case into condition for allowance. 

Note that Applicant intends to file a continuation application pursuing further subject 
matter. 



If the Examiner has any questions or issues to discuss, Applicant requests that the 
Examiner contact Mark S. Williams (Reg.# 50,658) at 512.853-8825 or 

mwilliams @ intprop.com . 



CONCLUSION 



Applicant submits the application is in condition for allowance, and an early 
notice to that effect is requested. 

If any extensions of time (under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136) are necessary to prevent the 
above-referenced application(s) from becoming abandoned, Applicant(s) hereby petition 
for such extensions. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which 
may be required or credit any overpayment to Meyertons, Hood, Kivlin, Kowert & 
Goetzel P.C., Deposit Account No. 50- 1505/5 150-8 1000/JCH. 

Also filed herewith are the following items: 
I I Request for Continued Examination 
I I Terminal Disclaimer 

O Power of Attorney By Assignee and Revocation of Previous Powers 
O Notice of Change of Address 
□ Other: 

Respectfully submitted, 

/*/ 

Mark S. Williams, Reg. #50,658 
AGENT FOR APPLICANT(S) 

Meyertons, Hood, Kivlin, Kowert & Goetzel PC 

P.O. Box 398 

Austin, TX 78767-0398 

Phone: (512) 853-8800 

Date: 2009-07-29 JCH/MSW 
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